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TABLE OF CONTENTS 


THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK 


The purpose of this book is to help you pre- 
pare children to answer the social studies 
questions in the standardized test. The pupil 
manual contains a practice test and exer- 
cises that correspond to the social studies 
subjects and skills tested in most standard- 
ized tests. The pupil and teacher manuals are 
designed to facilitate instructional and inter- 
active test preparation. 


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 


This book contains test preparation lessons 
to use in the five days leading up to the 
administration of the standardized test. The 
recommended five-day plan is as follows: 


e Day One: The Practice Test 
e Day Two: General Techniques 


e Day Three: The Calendar, Community, 
and Government 


e Day Four: History and Economics 
e Day Five: Maps 


This teacher manual corresponds page-by- 
page to the pupil manual. Because most 
standardized tests are administered aloud at 
this grade level, many of the preparatory 
lessons also contain questions that you can 
read aloud. The recommended teacher’s 
script for the practice test and the lessons 
that follow is in bold throughout the 
teacher’s manual. In addition, the teacher’s 
manual provides a guide to what children 
should know and an answer key for each 
exercise. 


ABOUT THE PUPIL EDITION 


In addition to the questions that children will 
answer, the pupil manual contains texts that 
explain the questions and offers test-taking 
advice. This text is provided in the pupil man- 
ual so that children may follow along as you 
read aloud. If appropriate for the reading level 
of your children, you may wish to ask them to 
take turns reading some of these sections 
aloud. There are also exercises in the pupil 
manual in which space is provided for chil- 
dren to complete matching exercises or write 
answers to questions. You may want to have 
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children complete these questions on their 
own and then go over the answers as a 
group. You may also want to have children 
take turns explaining the steps they used to 
find the correct answer. 


DAY ONE 


On Day One children should take the practice 
test found at the beginning of the pupil 
manual. 


Notes on Administering the Practice Test: 


e Try to create a test environment that sim- 
ulates that of the real test. 


e Because the test is administered orally, 
children will not be able to return to 
skipped answers. Before you begin the 
test, encourage children to guess on diffi- 
cult questions instead of leaving a blank. 


Once children have completed the practice 
test, they have concluded Day One. Tomorrow 
you will begin going over the test. 
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WELCOME e 
| 
Soon you will be taking a standardized test. You are going pen 
part of the next week getting ready for this test. These lessons shc 
make the test easier and more fun for you! 


The first thing you are going to do is to take a practice test. The 
practice test will help you get ready. 


* You should work quickly but carefully on this test. if you do not 
know the correct answer to a question, guess! 


After you finish the practice test, you and your teacher will go over 
your answers. Your teacher will use the questions on the practice t 


to show you how to.do your best on the standardized test next wee 
“~ 
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TEACHER SCRIPT 


Teacher’s words are in bold: 


Say: Open your booklet to Page 6. Check 
that students are on the correct page. Today 
we will practice some social studies ques- 
tions. Even though this is a practice test, 
you should still try your best to answer the 
questions correctly. | will read some ques- 
tions aloud, and you will fill in the circle 
next to the answer that you choose. Be 
sure to fill in the circle completely and 
make your mark heavy and dark. If you 
want to change your answer, you should 
completely erase the first mark that you 
made. Then you can fill in a different circle. 


Now put your finger on the question that 
says Sample A. We will do this practice 
question together. Check to see that all stu- 
dents have found Sample A. 


Look at the pictures. Which of these pic- 
tures shows a place that raises animals for 
food? Fill in the circle under the correct 
answer. 


You should have marked only one of the 
circles. The correct answer is the picture 
of the ranch. If you did not mark this 
answer, you may erase your answer com- 
pletely and fill in the circle below the sec- 
ond picture now. Make sure that your mark 
is heavy and dark. Check to see that stu- 
dents have marked the answer correctly. 


Now you are going to answer some more 
questions the same way that you did this 
sample. Raise your hand if you have a 
question about what you should do. 
Continue to the practice test only when all 
students understand the directions. 


Teacher Script 


BOP SCSSHSOCSSTHVOOSESESECHOFACOSeeeseeneosneeeeees 


OuEdiGit }o 


Say: Which of these pictures could be a 
symbol for Independence Day? 


a 


ty 
té | Pause 


Question 2, 


Say: Which of these pictures shows some- 
thing that happened accidentally? 


(J Pause 


Question 3 — 


Say: Look at the sign on the left. Which of 
these pictures shows people obeying this 
sign? 


Question 4 | 


Say: Which of these people is auamtede 
Janine’s aunt? 


C 5 Pause 


Question 5 


Say: Look at this picture of the United 
States. The compass rose is empty. Which 
of these pictures shows the correct place- 
ment of north, south, east, and west on the 
compass rose? 


._) Pause 
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Teacher Script 
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Say: Which of these pictures shows a job 
that the worker must be elected for 
through a vote. Is it a teacher, a mayor, or 
a police officer? 


Question7 = 
Say: Which of these communities needs 
water for crops? 


_. Pause 


Question8 


Say: Which of these pictures shows a 
pioneer family moving west? 


Pause 


Question ee oF 
Say: Safety is very important. What is the 
safest thing to do if you are inside a build- 
ing and you see that there is a fire in the 
next room? Should you call your parents, 
sit by a window and wait for a fireman to 


come rescue you, or quickly leave the 
building? 


1 
ea 


_. Pause 


Question 10 


Say: Look at this city map. Which of these 


symbols might you find on this map? 


~ Pause 


ESS EEE AE ST LE DAE SoS ST 


Say: Which of these pictures shows the 
first step in making a cotton shirt? 


Question 12 

Say: Look at this picture of people cele- 
brating Independence Day. Does this holi- 
day happen in summer, winter, or autumn? 


(ih, 
_ Pause 


Question 13 
Say: Which of these foods did Native 


Americans introduce to the first American 
pilgrims? 


__ Pause 


Question 14...—s— ss 


Say: Brian wants to find the best route 
from his house to the park. Which of these 
maps should he use? 


~_ Pause 


Question 15 
Say: Which of these people was the first 
president of the United States? 


ad 
pis 


Pause 


Question 16 


Say: Which of these pictures shows a 
government worker? 


J Pause 
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“Teacher Script] 
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Say: These three pictures represent differ- 
ent events in American history. Which one 
happened first? Was it the first landing on 
the moon, the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, or the putting up of the 
Statue of Liberty. 


ite - 
aie 
Qied 


~_ Pause 


Question 18 = 


Say: Robert earned a reward for finding a 
lost dog. He wants to use the money to do 
something good for the community. Should 
he throw a party for his friends, buy a new 
bike, or donate the money to a local animal 
shelter? 


~_ Pause 


Question 19 


Say: Mark under the picture that shows a 
country. 


_ Pause 


Question 20 


Say: All of these pictures show people buy- 
ing something that they want. Which pic- 
ture shows someone buying something 
that they also need? 


-_ Pause 


Congratulations! You have reached the end 
of the Social Studies practice test. Now 
check that you have filled in the circle 
completely on all of your answers. Also, 
check that you have erased any marks that 
you do not want. You may now close your 
booklet. 
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DAY TWO 


Day two covers the introduction to multiple- 
choice test taking and general techniques 
that will help children when they take the 
standardized test. 


INTRODUCTION 


Say: Yesterday you took a multiple-choice 
test to help you practice for the standard- 
ized test. During the next few days, you 
will prepare to do your best on tests with 
multiple-choice questions. Let’s start with 
this important question: 


Ask for student responses to the question: 
“What makes multiple-choice tests differ- 
ent from other tests?” 


Discuss the answers to this question and 
read the rest of the introduction section 
aloud. 


INTRODUCTION 


The test that we are getting ready for is a multiple-choice test. What 
makes multiple-choice tests different from other tests? 


¢ A multiple-choice test has answer choices. Your job is to choose 
the correct answer. 


* Other tests ask you to fill in the answer in your own words. Not a 
multiple-choice test! On a multiple-choice test, the right answer is 
always one of the choices given to you. This makes it easier to find 
the correct answer. 


This booklet will teach you the skills that make multiple-choice tests 
easier. It will also go over important facts to know before you take the 
standardized test. You will review facts and answers questions about 
the following subjects: 


¢ The Calendar 
¢ Community 

¢ Government 
¢ History 

¢ Economics 

e Maps 

¢ Geography 


After you have read this book and completed its lessons, you will be 
ready for the test. 


Have fun and good luck! 


10 Introduction 
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GENERAL TECHNIQUES 


1@»v OF THE TEST 


Being Ready for a Test: 

1. Get a good night's sleep the night before the test. 
2. Eat a good breakfast. 

3. Wear comfortable clothes on the day of the test. 


Directions: 

Circle the pictures showing things that you should do to be ready for a 
test. Put an X through pictures showing things that you should not do 
to be ready for a test. Follow the example. 
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GENERAL 
TECHNIQUES 


THE DAY OF THE TEST 


Say: One important part of doing well on a 
test is making sure that we are ready to 
do our best work that day. Most people do 
not do their best work when they are 
sleepy, hungry, or uncomfortable. In your 
book there is a list of three things to do to 
be ready for a test. Let’s read them 
together. 


Read aloud the list of three things to do. 


Read the directions aloud and answer any 
questions. When children have completed the 
exercise, review the answers together. Ask 
children to describe what is happening in 
each picture. Then ask them whether they 
marked it with an X or a Circle. 


Children should have the following 
responses: 

iC) 

2K 

SX 

4—>0 
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PACING 


Read the text from the pupil manual aloud as 
the children follow along. 


PACING 


As you take the test, your teacher will read the questions aloud. Yc 
will be given about 1 minute to answer each question, You will ®) 
have a chance to go back at the end of the test. Pay close attentio 

A Note on Scoring: when the teacher reads the question. If you are unsure of the answer 

when the time is up, just take your best guess. 

e Many standardized tests are scored based 
on a raw score of how many questions a 
child answers correctly. No points are 
deducted for wrong answers. It is to a 
child’s advantage to answer every ques- 
tion on the test, even if that means guess- 
ing on questions that he or she does not 
understand. Encourage children to fill in 
an answer for every question on the 


standardized test. 


LOOK AT ALL THE ANSWERS 


On a multiple-choice test there are two ways to find the correct 
answer. The first way is just to read the answer and know that it is 
correct. This is the easiest way. 


LOOK AT ALL THE ANSWERS 


Read the text from the pupil manual aloud as 
the children follow along. 


But sometimes you might not be sure what the answer is. When that 
happens, it helps to look at all the answers. Maybe you can figure out 
if some of the answers are wrong. 


IWH-MEIHIA/Ue|||WOeW @ 
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Continue going through the exercise in the 


Look at this example. What if you were asked this question? ; 
pupil manual. 


W @&would a cook use to bake a cake? 


You might not be sure what the correct answer is. But what if you were 
asked the same question on a multiple-choice test with these answer 
choices? 


What would a cook use to bake a cake? 
o A vacuum cleaner 
o A garden hose 
o A rake 


o An oven 


Let’s see if we can find some wrong answers. Answer “yes” or “no” to 
these questions: 


Does a cook use a vacuum cleaner to bake a cake? 
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Finish the exercise about looking at all the 
answers. Make sure that children understand 
how this can be helpful to them when they 
take multiple choice tests. 


Does a cook use a rake to bake a cake? 
Now mark your answer below. 


@ Avacuumcleaner’ A garden hose A rake An oven 
(@) @) oO (e) 


¥% Don’t make extra marks in the test book. Instead, get rid of wrong 
answers in your head. 
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COMMON SENSE 


uestions. 


Let's do an example: 


Which of these pictures shows something that happened 


accidentally? 


¢ Is planting a garden something that happens by accident or on 


purpose? 


* The window was broken by a baseball. Could this be an accident? 


5 Days to the Standardized Test 


Yodo not always need to know the facts to find the answer on the 
( rdized test. Common sense can help you answer many 
q 


COMMON SENSE 


Read the first paragraph of this section from 
the pupil manual aloud as the children follow 
along. Then ask the question from the prac- 
tice test that accompanies the pictures. 


Say: Which of these pictures shows some- 
thing that happened accidentally? 


Do not ask children to mark answers at this 
time. Continue reading the text and ask for 


student responses to the questions. 


General Techniques 15 
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Point out to children that they should not 
cross out wrong answers. Children should 
not make extra marks in the test book. Be 


io" 


sure to emphasize throughout this process = 
that ruling answers out must not be done by = 
— 


marking the test book. 


° The house is being painted. Is this an accident or on purpose? 
e Which must be the correct answer? 
Now mark your answer below. 


Coz 


cn 
= 
ge 
rs 
ll 


> Common sense can help you rule out wrong answers! 
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BE CAREFUL 


BE CAREFUL 


Read the introductory paragraph of this sec- 
tion aloud as the children follow along. Ask 
for student response to the question: “Can 


you think of some ways to be careful while 
taking a test?” 


Yeg@poal on any test is not just to answer the questions, but to answer 
ti orrectly! Being careful will help you to answer the questions 
correctly. Can you think of some ways to be careful while taking a 
test? Let’s review this. 


Directions: 


Let’s look at this chart of things you could do while taking the test. 
We will decide whether to check under the column “being 
careful” ©. or “being careless” : 


Being Being 
careful careless 
Reading the entire question 
before answering 
Rushing through the question Se 


Give the children time to complete the exer- 
cise independently, and then review the 
answers as a Class. A correct chart should 
read: 


1 — careful 
2 — careless 
3 — careless 
4 — careful 


Reading two out of the 
four answer choices 


Listening carefully 
to the question 


J) EEE 
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Say: Now let’s try a question from the 
practice test. Try using your “being care- 
ful” skills on this question. Look at the 
three pictures. Ask for student response to 
the question: “What would happen if you 
did not listen to the question completely 
and only heard ‘Which of these communi- 
ties needs water?’” 


Once the children have completed this ques- 
tion, they have finished Day Two’s activities. 
Tomorrow, the children will review facts about 
the calendar, community, and government. 
They will continue to apply the general tech- 
niques learned in this section throughout the 
rest of the review. 


Try to use your “being careful” skills on this question: 


Which of these communities needs water for crops? e 


Don’t mark your answer yet. 
Questions to answer aloud: 


1. What would happen if you did not listen to the question completely 
and only heard “Which of these communities needs water’? 


2. All of these communities need water, but only one needs water to 
grow crops. : ~ 


Now go back and mark your answer. 


18 General Techniques 
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DAY THREE 


The activities on Day Three review the calen- 


dar, people and places in the community, and 
the government. 


po 


© 
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SUBJECT MATTER SUBJECT MATTER REVIEW 
REVIEW THE CALENDAR @ 
Seasons and National Holidays 


THE CALENDAR When we study the calendar in class, we also study the seasons and 


the holidays. Let’s do some activities to practice facts about these 


For the standardized tests, children should be ets 
able to list the months of the year in order. 
They should be able to associate major holi- 
days and seasons with the months. Children Months of the Year 
should also be able to provide a simple November 
answer about why each of the national holi- August 
days are celebrated. “April 2 
Introductory questions to ask aloud: june 
September 
¢ How many months are there in a year? Febrilary 
e¢ Which month in the year has the fewest March 
number of days? December 
e Which is the coldest/warmest month of my 
the year? January 
; May 
e What is a national holiday? Can you name Sctaher 
some national holidays? 
20 Calendars 5 Days to the Standardized Test 
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Directions: 


Look at the list of months in the year on the last page. First, write 

a months in order in the empty chart. The first month is already 
V.@RN in for you. Next, look at the holidays on the right and see if you 
know what month in the year these holidays happen. Draw a line 


connecting the holiday to the month. 


Months of the Year 


— 


5 Days to the Standardized Test 


Holidays 


Easter 


Independence Day 


Thanksgiving . 


Hanukkah 


& 
cy 


Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day 


Memorial Day 


Christmas 


Kwanzaa 


Calendars 21 


Read the directions for the matching and col- 
oring activity in three parts. The children will 
need crayons or colored pencils to complete 
this activity. First, ask the children to place 
the months in order. When all of the children 
have completed this task, ask them to draw 
lines connecting the months to the holidays 
in the right column. Lastly, ask the children to 
color the seasons for each month according 
to the color guide. Give the children time to 
complete this activity. 


A correct chart should read: 


January (blue) 

February (blue) ~ Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 

March (blue and green) 

April (green) — Easter 

May (green) + Memorial Day 

June (green and yellow) 

July (yellow) — Independence Day 

August (yellow) 

September (yellow and red) 

October (red) 

November (red) — Thanksgiving 

December (red and blue) ~ Hanukkah 
— Christmas 
— Kwanzaa 
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National Holidays 


Say: Now we will try some questions for 
practice. Look at this picture of people 
celebrating Independence Day. Does this 
holiday happen in summer, winter, or 
autumn? 


Ask for responses to the “Questions to 
Answer Aloud” before instructing children to 
mark the correct answer. The correct answer 
is summer, which is represented by a picture 
of the sun. 


Now use the color guide below to color in the boxes that say the 
months of the year according to their season. Some months can go 
in two seasons. You can color these months both colors. e 


Winter = Blue 
Spring = Green 
Summer = Yellow 


Autumn = Red 


Now that we have done some practice activities, let’s do some 
questions from the practice test. Remember to use your “being 
careful” skills. 


Look at this picture of people celebrating Independence Day. 
Does this holiday happen in summer, winter, or autumn? 


Don’t mark your answer yet. 
Questions to answer aloud: 
1. What holiday is shown in the picture? 


2. Even if you do not know what holiday this is, what clues could you 
use to make a good guess? 


Now go back and mark the correct answer. 
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; ; i 
Now try this question from the practice test on your own: ra ree rack Eerie apetiich 

ich of these pictures could be a symbo 
of these pictures could be a symbol for Independence for Independence Day? Mark your answer. 


The correct answer is the American flag. Ask 
children to define the word “symbol.” Then 
ask for a brief explanation of why 
Independence Day is celebrated. 


Mi? 


Cz 


LEE ROR ROT RTT 

SRE RMT 

ES We eS 
oO 


Mark your answer. 
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COMMUNITY 


Children should be familiar with people and 
places in their community. They should be 
able to recognize neighborhood signs. They 
should know general safety rules, including 
what to do in a dangerous situation. They 
should also know the vocabulary to discuss 
families and family members. 


READING SIGNS 


Introductory Questions to Ask Aloud: 


e What kinds of signs do you see on the 
street in your neighborhood? 


e What are the purposes of these signs? 


Read the directions aloud for the matching 
activity. Give children time to complete the 
exercise. The correct answers are: 


Car approaching a crosswalk — stoplight 

Torn painting in a museum — “do not touch” 

Dog tearing up flowers — “keep dogs on a 
leash” 

Car blocking a fire hydrant — “no parking” 


READING SIGNS 


It is important to know what signs mean, and how to follow the @ 


on the signs. Let’s practice this now. 


Directions: 


There is something wrong in each of the pictures below. Can you draw 
a line from the picture to a sign that might help to solve the problem? 


24 Reading Signs 
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Keep dogs 
on a leash 


No parking 


ka 


Do not 
touch 


oS 


\ 


5 Days to the Standardized Test 
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Now try a question about reading signs from the practice test: 


:@ at the sign on the left. Which of these pictures shows a 


{Dn obeying this sign? 
ee 

a eS 

AQ co a) 


‘Do not litter’ ? 
isee od 


Sy 
Don’t mark your answer yet. 


[e) oO 


Questions to answer aloud: 

1. What does the sign on the left mean? 

2. Does this have anything to do with cars at an intereeciion? 
3. Is this related to dogs on a leash? 

4. What must be the right answer? 


Now go back and mark your answer. 
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Say: Let’s try a question from the practice 
test. Look at the sign on the left. Which of 
these pictures shows people obeying this 
sign? 

Ask the children to respond aloud to the 
questions in the pupil manual before marking 
an answer. The correct answer is the picture 
of the person disposing of trash. 
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SAFETY 


Read the introductory section and ask chil- 
dren to respond to the questions: “Can you 
name some rules that we follow for safety 
at school?” and “What are some rules that 
we follow outside of school?” 


Say: Part of being safe is knowing the 
safety rules. Another part of being safe is 
knowing what to do in a dangerous situa- 
tion. What do you think the safest thing to 
do would be if you got lost from your fam- 
ily in the park? 

Student responses may include looking for a 
ranger or staying in the last place in which 
the child saw his or her family. 


Say: Now you will answer a question in 
your book about safety in dangerous situ- 
ations. What is the safest thing to do if you 
are inside a building and you see that 
there is a fire in the next room? Should 
you Call your parents, sit by a window and 
wait for a fireman to come rescue you, or 
quickly leave the building? 


Ask the children to respond aloud to the 
questions in the pupil manual before marking 
an answer. The correct answer is quickly 
leave the building. 


SAFETY 


There are many rules that we follow for safety reasons. Let’s revie 
this subject now: 


¢ Can you name some rules that we follow for safety at school? 
e What are some rules that we follow outside of school? 
Here is a question about safety in a dangerous situation: 


What is the safest thing to do if you are inside a building and 
you see that there is a fire in the next room? 


Don’t mark your answer yet. 

Questions to answer aloud: 

1. What is dangerous about this situation? 

2. What is the most important thing that you need to do in a fire? 
3. Can you find a wrong answer? Why is it wrong? 


Now go back and mark your answer. 
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FAMILY — 
We 4 know that there are many different kinds of families. Some are 


bi some are small. Some people have step-parents, step-sisters, 
a tep-brothers! Let's practice facts about the family. 


This question asks us to make our best guess about Janine’s family: 


Which of these people is probably Janine’s aunt? 
& 


Don’t mark your answer yet. 


er 


\ 


ce) 12) (2) 


Questions to answer aloud: 


Ag & What makes this answer wrong? 


2. hil What makes this answer wrong? 


Now go back and mark your answer. 


aol 
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FAMILY 


Read the introductory paragraph aloud. You 
may need to define the italicized vocabulary 
words in this paragraph. 


Say: Now listen to this question about 
families. Which of these people is probably 
Janine’s aunt? 


Go over the “questions to answer aloud,” and 
then have the children mark their answers. 
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GOVERNMENT 


For the standardized test, children should 
understand the basics of how voting and law- 
making happens in the United States govern- 
ment. They should be able to name some of 
the services provided by the government, 
such as schools and the police force. Children 
should be able to differentiate between gov- 
ernment services and private sector services 
in their community. 


Introductory questions to ask aloud: 


e What are some services that the govern- 
ment provides to citizens? 


e How do citizens decide on who will be the 
president of the United States of America? 


e¢ Can you describe how this process 
happens? 


e Do you know anyone who is a government 
worker? What do they do? 


Read the introductory text of the government 
section and the directions to the picture exer- 
cise aloud. Give the children time to com- 
plete the activity and then review the answers 
as a class. The correct answers are the 
postal worker and the firefighter. 


GOVERNMENT 


The government provides many services to citizens. Let's practi 
facts about government now. 


One of the things we learn about in Social Studies is our ecg) 


Directions: 
Circle the people in this picture who are government workers. What 


services do they provide? 
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Now let’s do a question from the practice test. 


Vg 


Ni 


Ca 


e) 


Mark your answer. 


OO AEE 
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! h of these pictures shows a government worker? 


& 
fer 


Say: Now let’s do a question in your book. 
Here is the question. Which of these pic- 
tures shows a government worker? Mark 
your answer. 


Give the children time to complete the ques- 
tion. Then review each of the answer choices. 
Encourage the children to use test-taking 
skills by ruling out wrong answers and using 
common sense. 
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VOTING 


Read the introductory paragraph on voting 
aloud. You may need to define the italicized 
vocabulary in this paragraph. 


Say: Let’s try a practice question about 
voting. Which of these pictures shows a 
job that the worker must be elected for 
through a vote. Is it a teacher, a mayor, or 
a police officer? 


Before having the children mark their 
answers, go through the “questions to 
answer aloud.” Be sure to emphasize that 
although all of these people work for the gov- 
ernment only the mayor is chosen through a 
vote. Because the pupil manual presents only 
one way to solve the problem, you may ask 
the children to share other approaches. 


The children have now completed Day Three. 
Tomorrow you will review American History 
and Economics. 


VOTING 
The citizens of the United States of America vote to decide who ® 


become the next President. Citizens also vote to elect other 
government workers. Let’s try a question about voting from the 
practice test. 


Which of these pictures shows a job that the worker must be 
elected for through a vote? 


Don’t mark your answer yet. 
* 
Questions to answer aloud: » 


1. All of these people work for places that provide a government 
service. But only one is elected by vote. We know that the president of 
the country is elected by vote. The president is the leader of the 
country. Are any of these people government leaders? 

2. Is a teacher a government leader? 

3. Is a mayor a government leader? 


4. |s a police officer a government leader? 


Now go back and mark your answer. 
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AMERICAN HISTORY 


ToZgi we will review some facts about American history. Look at this 
a, New England. It shows pictures of three different groups of 
people who lived on this land. These groups did not all live in New 
England at the same time. 


Directions: 

Number the pictures in the order in which the groups lived in New 
England. Write a 1 below the group that you think lived there the longest 
time ago. Write a 3 below the group that lived there most recently. 


wt 
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DAY FOUR 
AMERICAN HISTORY 


Certain questions on the standardized test 
require factual knowledge of the various cul- 
tures and time periods that make up United 
States history. Children should be able to 
name some of the cultural traits of groups 
such as Native Americans, colonists, and pio- 
neers. Children should also be familiar with 
historical figures such as Christopher 
Columbus and be able to associate historical 
figures with a general time period. Knowledge 
of major historical events and an ability to 
sequence events chronologically is also 
tested. 


Read aloud the introductory paragraph for 
this section. Check that the children are look- 
ing at the corresponding map in their book- 
lets as you read the directions for the map 
activity aloud. Give the children time to com- 
plete the activity. 


The correct answers to this exercise are: 
1 — Native Americans 
2 — Colonists 


3 — Immigrant family from the 1880s 
4 — Modern family 
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Go over the “questions to answer aloud” that 
follow this activity. Explain that technology, 
building materials, and clothing can be clues 
for putting pictures in historical order. 


Say: Now let’s try a practice question 
about Native Americans. Which of these 
foods did Native Americans introduce to 
the first American pilgrims? 


Questions to answer aloud: 
1. Can you name each of the groups in the pictures? @ 


2. What are the clues that you can use to put these groups in 
historical order? 


Now let’s practice on a question about Native Americans. 


Which of these foods did Native Americans introduce to the first 
American pilgrims? 


Read aloud the clues for using common co 

sense that follow this question. Then ask 

the children to mark their answer. The 

correct answer is corn. s 
Don’t mark your answer yet. “ 


Let’s use common sense to figure out the answer to this question: 
¢ The Pilgrims lived in the northeastern United States. 


¢ This means that the food we are looking for probably is grown in 
that region. 


e The pineapple and the banana are tropical fruits. They grow in 
warm climates. The northeastern United States is not warm! 


Now go back and mark your answer. 
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FAMOUS PEOPLE 


In @: we learn about different groups of people. We also learn 


FAMOUS PEOPLE 


Read the introductory text from the pupil 


ald mportant people and important events. Let’s do some practice 
manual aloud. 


tesquestions about famous people now. 
Say: Let’s do a practice question. Here is 
the question. Which of these people was 
the first president of the United States? 


Go over the “questions to answer aloud” 
before the children mark their answers. The 
correct answer is George Washington. 


Which of these people was the first President of the United 
States? 


o = 


e) 
Don’t mark your answer yet. 
Questions to answer aloud: 


1. Were all of these people Presidents of the United States of 
America? 


Pas ®. What did this person do that was important? 


3. Which of these people lived the longest time ago? 


Now go back and mark your answer. 


— 
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HISTORICAL EVENTS 


Read the introductory text aloud. 


Say: Now you will answer a question about 
important events in our nation’s history. 
Look at the next three pictures in your 
manual. These three pictures represent 
different events in American history. 
Which one happened first? Was it the first 
landing on the moon, the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, or the 
putting up of the Statue of Liberty? 


Before asking the children to mark an 
answer, read the text that follows this ques- 
tion. After reading these clues, the children 
should know that the correct answer is the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence. 


HISTORICAL EVENTS 


We also study important events in Social Studies. Let’s practice thi 
now. Here is a question to answer. 


These three pictures represent different events in American 
history. Which one happened first? 


Don’t mark your answer yet. 
Let’s practice ruling out wrong answers. 


¢ One of these picturestshows something that happened in the past 
50 years. The other pictures show things that happened more than 
100 years ago. Can you find a wrong answer? 


¢ Now we can look at the two choices that are left. One of these 
pictures shows something that happened before the United States 
became an independent country, and one picture shows 
something that happened after the United States became an 
independent country. 


Now go back and mark your answer. 
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Say: Try another question about American 
history. Look at the next set of pictures. 
Which of these pictures shows a pioneer 
family moving west? 


Try another question about American history. 


‘e of these pictures shows a pioneer family moving west? 
"A 


Don’t mark your answer yet. 


Discuss the “questions to answer aloud” 
before the children mark their answers. 
Remind the children that they should look for 
clues in technology and clothing just like in 
the activity at the beginning of this section. 


Questions to answer aloud: 


1. The question asks you to find a pioneer family. Which of these 
pictures does not show a family? 


2. How can you pick the right answer from the remaining choices? 


Now go back and mark your answer. 
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ECONOMICS 


The children should understand the basic 
components of economy. They should know 
that workers earn money in order to purchase 
food and clothing. The children should know 
the difference between such economic needs 
and economic wants. Furthermore, they 
should understand the value of sharing and 
know that stealing is unjust. The standardized 
Social Studies test also asks children to make 
inferences about the differing economic needs 
of towns and large cities. Lastly, some knowl- 
edge of natural resources and methods of 
production is necessary. 


Read the introductory text, providing defini- 
tions for the bold vocabulary words. 


Ask for student responses to the question 
“Can you name three things that you need 
to survive?” Explain that food, shelter, and 
clothing are economic needs. 


Wants and Needs 


Say: Look at the first set of pictures in this 
new section. Here is a question that asks 
you to tell the difference between goods 
that people want and goods that people 
need. All of these pictures show people 
buying something that they want. Which 
picture shows someone buying something 
that they also need? Mark your answer. 


The correct answer is the picture of the 
woman buying groceries. 


ECONOMICS 


Part of Social Studies is studying about economics. When we st 
economics, we study about earning money and spending money: 
also learn about how products are made and sold. 


Wants and Needs 


Let's start with a question about the difference between things that we 
want and things that we need. 


Can you name three things that you need to survive? 


Let’s do a practice question about this: 


Which picture shows someone buying something that they need? 


Mark your answer. 
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Economic Choice | Economic Choice 


One important part of economics is making choices about how to earn Read the introductory paragraph and the 
m™@e spend money. Let’s practice with this idea. activity about the Explorers Club aloud. Ask 
N , 
Birectiods: for student responses to the question, “Is 
Look at this picture of the Explorers Club in its tree house. this a good idea?” following each sugges- 
g 99 
tion. Then answer the remaining questions 


aloud. 


The members of the Explorers Club want to raise money to buy a pair 
of binoculars. 


Alice suggests that they ask their neighbors for money to buy the 
binoculars. Is this a good idea?_ 
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Jim suggests that they ask a store to give them the binoculars. Is this 
a good idea? 


’ 


— 


5 Days to the Standardized Test Economics 37 


oe 


5 DAYS TO THE STANDARDIZED TEST @ TEACHER'S EDITION 37 


Once the children have talked about eco- 
nomic choice, have them do a practice ques- 
tion. 


Say: Now let’s try a practice question 
about making choices. Here is the ques- 
tion. Robert earned a reward for finding a 
lost dog. He wants to use the money to do 
something good for the community. 
Should he throw a party for his friends, 
buy a new bike, or donate the money to a 
local animal shelter? Mark your answer. 


The correct answer is donate the money to a 
local animal shelter. Explain to the children 
that even though all three answers are some- 
thing that Robert might do, only one is some- 
thing that benefits the community. Ask for 
student responses to the question: “Why 
does donating to an animal shelter make 
especially good sense to Robert?” 


Maurice suggests that they mow the neighbors’ lawns to raise money 
for the binoculars. Is this a good idea? 


Which of these suggestions would you vote for? @ 
Can you think of another way to raise the money for the binoculars? 
Now let's try a practice question about making choices: 

Robert earned a reward for finding a lost dog. He wants to use 
the money to do something good for the community. Should he 


throw a party for his friends, buy a new bike, or donate the 
money to a local animal shelter? 


Mark your answer. 
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Natural Resources Natural Resources 


Read aloud the introductory paragraph and 
activity directions from the corresponding 
section in the pupil manual. Give the children 
time to complete the matching activity before 
reviewing the answers. 


Many of the products we use every day come from sources like wood, 
in, nd animals. Let’s do an exercise about natural resources. 
Directions: 

Match the pictures of the products on the left to the resource that 
was used to make them. 


The correct answers are: 


sweater & HSN — sheep 


skillet = iron mine = 
&.- 


— sugar cane plant Wy 


As you discuss the answers, ask children to 
identify these products and resources by 
name. 


>, 
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Say: Now try a question from the practice 
test. Which of these pictures shows the 
first step in making a cotton shirt? Read 
the question carefully! You must find the 
first step in making a shirt. Mark your 
answer. 

The correct answer is the picture of the farm 
worker harvesting cotton. 


The children have now finished Day Four. 
Tomorrow you will review maps and 


geography. 


Now try a question from the practice test: 


Which of these pictures shows the first step in making a “@ 
shirt? 


( 


4% Read the question carefully! You must find the first step in 
making a shirt. 


Mark your answer. 
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MAPS 


A sap is a tool that is used in Social Studies. There are many different 
@: maps. Look at this neighborhood map. 


Neighborhood Map 


= post office 
CD) = school 


'——S = scale 
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DAY FIVE 
MAPS 


Some of the questions on the test will involve 
maps and geography. The children should 
practice recognizing major land forms. They 
should have a sense of what kinds of maps 
are used for various purposes. The children 
are also asked to demonstrate knowledge of 
map reading skills including using cardinal 
directions, reading map symbols, and using a 
map scale. 


Neighborhood Map 

Ask the children to study the neighborhood 
map. Then discuss the “questions to answer 
aloud.” These introductory questions should 
help children to review map-reading skills. If 
the children are uncertain about various top- 
ics, review them now. The children are asked 
to complete practice questions with less help 
on this last day of review. 
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The Compass Rose 

Say: Now you will do some practice ques- 
tions on your own. Here is the first ques- 
tion. Look at this picture of the United 
States. The compass rose is empty. Which 
of these pictures shows the correct place- 
ment of North, South, East, and West on 
the compass rose? Mark your answer. 


Questions to Answer Aloud: 


N 


1. What is zs used for? 


s 


e 

2. What is ——— used for? 

3. What does mean? How do you know? 

4. How far away is the pond from the park? 

5. If you were at the post office, which direction would you walk to 

Allow the children time to answer this ques- Schoey 

_ tion independently. Then show the correct 
answer. 


Now you will try some questions about maps on your own. 


The Compass Rose 


Which of these pictures shows the correct placement of North, 
South, East, and West on the compass rose? 


N N $ 
4. b. &. 
iy s N 
oO e) oO 


C 


Mark your answer. 
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Using the Key 


Using the Key 
Logk at this city map. Which of these symbols might you find on Say: meteils ae hext questions Lookvatane 
t ap? city map. Which of these symbols might 


you find on this map? 


Remind children to use common sense and 
rule out wrong answers. 


Mark your answer. 


The correct answer is the red cross hospital 
sign. 


Remember to use common sense! 


Mark your answer. 
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_ Different Kinds of Maps 
Read the introductory text about different 
maps aloud. 


Say: Now let’s do a practice question. 

_ Here is the question. Brian wants to find 

_ the best route from his house to the park. 
Which of these maps should he use? Mark 
your answer. 


Give the children time to answer the question 
_ independently. The correct answer is a neigh- 
_ borhood map. Ask a student to describe how 
he or she found the correct answer. 


Different Kinds of Maps 


There are many different kinds of maps that we use for many 
purposes. In this question you are asked to pick the correct ma 


use. 


Brian wants to find the best route from his house to the park. 
Which of these maps should he use? 


alee 


Fe 
Scag 


ais 


Mark your answer. 
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Geography GEOGRAPHY 

Read the introduction aloud from the pupil 
manual. Then ask children to fill in the ques- 
tions asked about the geographic location of 


p . We learn about continents, countries, , 
states, cities, and towns. Let’s go over some facts 
about geography. 


@:': we study many different kinds of 


Directions: their home. 

Can you write down the name of the continent, Say: Now let’s do a question from the 

country, state, and city or town where you live? ; : : . 

practice test. This question asks you 

Continent to identify some geographic places. Make 
a mark under the picture that shows a 

Country country. 

State Children should be able to identify the map of 
the United States as the correct answer. 

City or Town 


Now do a question from the practice test. This question asks you to 
identify some geographic places: 


Mark the picture that shows a country. 


Com Fj a 


oy fe) 


Mark your answer. 
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Congratulations! The children have now com- 
pleted Five Days to the standardized social 
studies test. 


Congratulations! You have finished practicing for a 
standardized social science test. Soon you will take the real test. 
Good luck! 
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NotTE TO TEACHERS: 


In this answer key the letters A, B, and C correspond to the 
first, second, and third answer choice bubbles, respectively. 
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